Postmodernism — a challenge. • The world in which we live is different from what it was. • People think differently. • The sign in front of every church invites people of all generations to come and worship. • How can we help them find Christ? • Postmodernism causes us to explain anew what we are doing when we baptize and teach, commune and preach.

Worship Christ, the Truth

by Paul Prange

From a Christian perspective, postmodernism can be described as gobbledygook. It has been described as a philosophy asserting certainly that nothing is certain. This is a paradox to previous generations and a problem for Christians who rely on the Word of God as the only source of certain truth.

Postmodernism could be easily dismissed except that people around us are strongly influenced by it. More and more people are saying that what is truth for one person may not necessarily be truth for everyone. In Europe today it is popular to say that truth and reality are different for every person. The only standard is a personal, internal one.

Some have taken the philosophy a step away from that bleak individualism. They have decided that all knowledge occurs in a community. Truth is defined by the community, and different communities decide what is truth for them. Corporations express their truth in mission‑vision statements. Nations express truth in their constitutional documents.

These ideas color the way people look at the church too. If no single person has all the truth, then no religion has the absolute truth either. Instead, each has a piece of truth that is true for itself. Finding one church body’s truth can help another denomination grow in understanding. The more we learn from each other, the more truth we possess. The Tonga proverb “All wisdom does not reside in one skull,” is taken as the basis for declarations of inter‑Christian cooperation.

What does this have to do with worship? We come together to worship Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. But in an age that claims there is no absolute truth, what does our worship say? Are we just another community that believes one version of the truth? How do we understand our worship?

Yes, some believe that we gather as a worshiping community in order to develop our own truth. When a church uses testimonials as the usual format for worship rather than the historic liturgy, it encourages postmodern thinking. After all, the testimonial says that this person has found a truth. But even if you use the historic liturgy, it is wise to often point out that we are gathering around the means of grace. The gospel is the objective truth that is true for every person and every age.

Another common misconception can distort the rich variety we have in our worship. Some say that we can pick which of many parts of the service apply to us or resonate with us as our truth. If the usual format of worship has many parts performed by different demographic groups, we can encourage people to think truth is divided by these groups. Using the historic liturgy and having the entire congregation participate is helpful in pointing out that our historic liturgy is a result of the multifaceted work of the gospel in human hearts, not the multifaceted work of human hearts on the gospel.

Still others think that Christian worship presents a philosophy of life that is more useful for some than for others. The reality is that Christian worship is centered on historical fact, not philosophy. God became man. He lived a perfect life in our place, a life that now counts for us. He died, suffering hell, to take the punishment for our sins. In the single greatest event in history, he rose from the dead, proving that everything he said and promised is objective truth. Christian worship presents historical facts that apply equally to every human being.

Postmodernism does not call on us to change what we are doing in worship to meet the needs of a changing world. As the center of our worship, we already have what we need to meet the needs of a changing world: the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. May he and his message be the focus of our worship even as we encounter whatever follows postmodernism.
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